ABSTRACT

WA-I-189 19th Century
Strite Homestead

Leitersburg Vicinity

private

This farm, known as the Strite Homestead, is
significant for its architecture and for its contri-
bution to the history of a loecal family. The house
would appear to have been built in at least two sec-
tions with the western portion of the structure being
an addition. The earlier section, five bays in length
with a center door follows a prominent house plan in
Washington County with the exception of the absence of
a window above the door which is the usual implementation
of the plan. The house is similar to other structures
in the County which were built during the second quarter
of the 19th century.
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.This farm complex is located at the end of a private lane east of the
Leitersburg-State Line Road and north of Strite Road in the Leitersburg
vicinity of Washington County, Maryland. The house is situated on an
area of level ground and faces south.

The dwelling is a two story, eight bay brick structure set on low field-
stone foundations. A vertical seam in the masonry divides the house
between the third and fourth bays from its west end. East of the seam,
the facade walls display Flemish bond brickwork. West of the seam and

at the end walls common bonding is used with, generally, seven courses

of stretchers between header rows. A one story, one bay brick out kitchen
igs attached to the north wall of the west end of the main structure.

Openings are spaced symmetrically in each section of the front elevation.
High flat arches are present over first story windows in the front eleva-~
tion. Lower flat arches top the windows of the west end wall and at the
first story of the west section. Openings at the second story level of

the front elevation are topped with wide wooden lintels. Two over two pane
sashes are held within narrow frames some of which have a beaded inner

edge while other frames have rounded surfaces. Most windows are flanked
with louvered shutters.

Entrances are located in the second and sixth bays from the west end of
the front elevation. They are located centrally in each of the two ad-
joining sections. They display framing similar to the windows and include
transoms. Each entrance is sheltered by a small porch.

The roof is covered with corrugated sheet metal and extends beyond the end
wallg. A large chimney extends from the south slope of the roof just below
the ridge.

The house appears to be in good to excellent condition and is located on a
farm containing 100.66 acres. A large frame bank barn and other buildings
related to agricultural use are located northwest of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This farm, known as the Strite Homestead, is significant for its archi-
tecture and for its contribution to the history of a local family.

The house would appear to have been built in at least two sections with
the western portion of the structure being an addition. The earlier
section, five bays in length with a center door follows a prominent house
plan in Washington County with the exception of the absence of a window
above the door which is the usual implementation of the plan. The house
is similar to other structures in the County which were built during the
second quarter of the 19th century. In his will made November 5, 1857,
Joseph Strite, then owner of this property, directed that '"my executors
build an addition to the dwelling house which I now occupy if not pre-
viously built by me for the use of my beloved wife, Elizabeth. Said house
shall be thirty feet in front and thirty feet back to the arched cellar
which shall be for the use of said house. Said house shall be built of
brick, two stories high and to be laid off with two rooms and a kitchen
on the first floor and three rooms on the second floor." (Will Liber E,
Folio 416). 1It is supposed that the house described in the will is the
addition or western portion of the present structure. '

The property, part of the land grants "Rich Barrens" and '"Dry Spring" was
in the Strite family from April 11, 1797 when John Strite purchased land
from Henry Snell.
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